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Baptist Temple Ministry Training Extra 3
Equipping the church for Great Commission action
Basic Christian Community Part 1
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Hebrews 10:25 NIV
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Both large and small groups are essential to building a Christian community. The First Century church met in synagogues, courtyards and other public places as well homes. Churches also have middle-sized groups organized by interest or life stage.
Large groups for celebration. Sunday morning worship is an example of a large group. This allows the church to come together as a body to celebrate. Some large churches have several large group meetings through multiple worship services. This is often a person’s first introduction to the church.
Medium groups for training and service. Middle-sized group may include the youth group, men’s or women’s group, etc. It allows for specialization in service and training and can serve as a way to introduce unchurched friends and family members to the church. 

Small groups for fellowship and intimacy. The most personal grouping is the small group of 5-12 friends who know each other well. According to church renewal expert, Howard Snyder, “virtually every major movement of spiritual renewal in the Christian church has been accompanied by a return to the small group.
”

Small groups are the heart of Sunday school. They allow a level of intimacy that enables evangelism, spiritual growth and one-another ministry that is unparalleled by any church program. This level of intimacy can bring about genuine life change as people learn to walk closer to God.

We are created for Community

Most churches today would like to do a better job of keeping people from leaving after they join. Studies show that people who remain in a church one year after joining have made at least six friends. This is because people yearn for community. In fact it is often said that people are not looking for friendly churches, they are looking for friends. 

This need for community goes to the beginning of time. When Adam was created, God declared, “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18 NIV). The initial relationship between Adam and Eve was the example all for relationships, “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame” (Genesis 2:25 NIV). Before sin entered in and destroyed community, Adam and Eve lived in perfect harmony. They felt at home with each other and with God.

Sin destroyed community but the reconciliation bought by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit restored it. Community is what made the First century church so appealing, “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:46-47 NIV.)

Small groups, by design, are the places where life-change takes place and lasting friendships occur. Small group ministry takes people who are alienated from God and each other and builds them into a community that enables mutual ministry.

Sunday school consultant David Fancis tells of a time when a couple of leaders made a special appeal.
 
Rob and Kim, members of their class, had fallen on difficult times and were in danger of losing their home. The leaders came to ask, “Is there anything the church can do?” I responded, “Who is the church?” We sat down and looked at a couple of passages from the Book of Acts: 2:41-45; 4:32-35. I asked, “What would your classes be willing to sell to help them?” Two Saturdays later their department, which was made up of three great classes, conducted a garage sale and raised thousands of dollars. The bond created between those who participated —not to mention the couple that benefited—was powerful. And they had a blast while they were doing it! It was the ultimate party with a purpose!

Whenever I have been away from the influence of a small group, my faith has waned because fellowship is essential for spiritual growth. The word usually translated “fellowship” in the New Testament is the Greek word koinonia (koy-nohn-ee'-ah), which carries the idea of partnership, sharing and community. The concept of community is strong in the Bible. In fact, there are so many instructions with the words “one another” that it unlikely you can be a true follower of Christ outside of a gathering of other believers.
“ONE ANOTHER” MINISTRY
The concept of “one another” ministry appears 58 times in the New Testament to express the level of commitment and concern Christians should have for each other; particularly in the context of church. Below is a partial list: 
Romans 12:5 - So we who are many, are one body in Christ and individually members one of another.
Romans 12:10 - Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.

Romans 12:10 - Honor one another above yourselves.

Romans 12:16 - Live in harmony with one another 

Romans 15:5 - Be of the same mind with one another.

Romans 15:7 - Accept one another, then, as Christ has accepted you.

Romans 15:14 - Admonish one another.

Colossians 3:16 - Teach one another.
Ephesians 4:2 - Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Ephesians 4:32 - Forgive each other.
Ephesians 5:21 - And be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Galatians 5:13 - Through love serve one another.

Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other’s burdens.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 - Encourage one another and build each other up.

Mark 9:50 - Be at peace with one another.
John 13:24 - Love one another.
James 5:16 - Confess your sins to each other. 







“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.”


Acts 20:20 NIV
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