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Baptist Temple Leaders’ Training Supplement 10
Ministry to the Homebound & Hospitalized
Do not cast me away when I am old; 
do not forsake me when my strength is gone.
Psalm 71:9 (NIV)
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Our homebound members attended church all their lives before their health or the health of a loved one made it difficult or impractical to attend services. They miss the fellowship of their church. The Deacons can help keep their connection with their church family alive.
The biblical model for ministry to the homebound is centered on the deacons, who in Acts 6 were selected to care for the feeding of the widows. This would not exclude other church members from participating but the deacons will take the lead in ministering to the spiritual and physical needs of our homebound members.
Each deacon ought to be responsible for three to four homebound members and perform the following ministries:
· Call a homebound member weekly. 

· Send encouraging notes. 

· Visit a homebound member once a month. 

· Provide sermon tapes and other material from the worship service. 
Deacons should also take the lead in recruiting church members to assist with needed repairs, yard work, etc. for our homebound, elderly and others who need assistance. A team of deacons can take on this role to manage this ministry.

Closely related to homebound ministry is ministry to the hospitalized. It might be helpful to have deacons on call to make hospital visits as needed; perhaps dividing the tasks geographically. 
Some persons are temporarily disabled. Deacons can work with the Care & Concern team to ensure meals are provided and other needs met.

Gray hair is a crown of splendor;

it is attained by a righteous life.

Proverbs 16:31 (NIV)


From The Boston Globe

Years After Neighbors Last Saw Her, Worcester Woman Found Dead in Home

It can never be said that Adele Gaboury's neighbors were less than responsible. 

When her front lawn grew hip-high, they had a local boy mow it down. When her pipes froze and burst, they had the water turned off. When the mail spilled out the front door, they called the police. The only thing they didn't do was check to see if she was alive. 

She wasn't. 

On Monday, police climbed her crumbling brick stoop, broke in the side door of her little blue house, and found what they believe to be the 73 year-old woman's skeletal remains sunk in a five-foot-high pile of trash, where they had apparently lain, perhaps for as long as four years. 

"It's not really a very friendly neighborhood," said Eileen Dugan, seventy, once a close friend of Gaboury's, whose house sits less than twenty feet from the dead woman's home. "I'm as much to blame as anyone. She was alone and needed some- one to talk to, but I was working two jobs and I was sick of her coming over at all hours. Eventually -I stopped answering the door."

quoted in Jacqueline Olds, Richard Schwartz, and Harriet Webster, Overcoming Loneliness in Everyday Life (Secaucus, NJ: Carol Publishing Group, 1996), 28-29.
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