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Baptist Temple Ministry Training Extra 13
Equipping the church for Great Commission action
The 4 X Four Challenge
“Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.” Luke 14:23 
Most people come to faith through the influence of a friend or family member. Direct mail campaigns and other advertising tend to give proportionately poor results in terms of bringing people into the church. Junk mail is also annoying to many people.
Clearly the most successful method of getting people to church is a personal invitation from a familiar face. This not only works but it is easy and free. Imagine if 100 people invited 4 each. That’s 400 invitations. If half came to church we would have 200 visitors over a short period of time. There are four simple yet effective steps to increase the impact of your invitation.
1. Identify
“…It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:31-32

First you want to identify four unchurched people and write their names down. These can be found among family members, neighbors, coworkers and friends. You can also consider people with whom you come into repeated contact such as the waitress at your favorite restaurant or the parent sitting next to you at the soccer game.
2. Intercede

“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.” James 5:16
Pray for the people on your list four times a week. Pray that God work in their hearts and that you will be granted opportunities to build a relationship. As the relationship grows pray that God grant opportunities for spiritual conversations.

3. Invest
“The Son of Man, on the other hand, feasts and drinks, and you say, 'He's a glutton and a drunkard, and a friend of tax collectors and other sinners!'” Luke 7:34
Create opportunities to invest yourself into their lives four times. Invite them for a meal or coffee. Go fishing or shopping together. Take to a movie or sporting event. Serious relationships take time to develop. The persons you are praying need to trust you before you can influence their lives in such a way that they will hear and respond to the gospel.
4. Invite
“The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. 

“Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter).” John 1:41-42

You are now ready for the final step. You have indentified four people and prayed for each one of them four times a week. After you have participated with them in four non-church invents, it’s time to invite them to four church events. Opportunities include Sunday school and worship and also Young in Heart luncheons, Sunday volleyball, ceramics and many of the other special events at Baptist Temple. 
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