Baptist Temple Ministry Training Extra 14
Equipping the church for Great Commission action
Kindness Evangelism

The love of God in action helps people to feel and see God. Just offering to serve someone holds great power. Offering to do before offering to tell releases God's grace to others.

Kindness Evangelism is demonstrating the kindness of God...

“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
John 13:35 NIV
By offering to do...

“If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” Matthew 5:41 NIV

Some act of humble service...

“…Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40 NIV

With no strings attached.

"Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give." 
Matthew 10:8 NIV

Kindness evangelism is simply giving someone a token gift or doing a service in the name of Jesus. 

It works because it is low risk and high grace. You don't have to have any particular gift, talent or ability for God to use you. You don't even need to be an outgoing person!  Anyone willing to do a small act of kindness in a non-confrontational way can do this and see God use them to touch people's lives. 


It’s also practical, inexpensive and fun. Small groups go out to do projects such as raking leaves or giving away candy, flowers, water, or coke. All this is done to show God’s love in a practical way.

God's love must be communicated from person to person. This is more than passing out tracts. Deeds of love allow us to touch people's hearts! 

Kindness evangelism often causes others to ask "why?" This gives us an opportunity to speak words of love. If we don't follow our actions with words, they will only know that we are nice people, not that God loves them. As you serve others continually say to them: "We just want to show God's love in a practical way."

Kindness evangelism helps to break ground in a difficult area that is skeptical about evangelism. It puts Christians in a warm light and plants seeds for a later harvest. We must allow time for deeds and words of love to have their proper effect on people and not push for immediate results. 
"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plant nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” 
1 Corinthians. 3:6-7 NIV

"Keep on sowing your seed, for you never know which will grow - perhaps it all will." 
Ecclesiastes 11:6 TLB

This is the most exciting and productive way 

to cultivate relationships with strangers!

Kindness Evangelism is effective

· It doesn’t take all day

· It is done in groups

· Families can do it together

· It’s easily picked up by new Christians 

· It’s simple

· It’s friendly, non-pushy and non-aggressive

· It’s giving-centered rather than asking-centered

· It allows shy people to launch into effective evangelism 

· It provides a safe place for ambitious people to expend their energy

It’s part of OUR overall strategy

Kindness Evangelism is incomplete as an approach to sharing the gospel but so are the traditional approaches. Deeds of kindness focus on the earlier phases of planting and watering. They soften hearts, preparing them for the gospel. 

It will work together with approaches that actually tell God’s plan of salvation and offer opportunities to make a commitment to Jesus.
Our expected results

1. Non-Christians will begin to open their hearts to God's love. 

Every person is at a different place in his or her spiritual walk. Kindness Evangelism draws everyone it touches closer to accepting Jesus. 

2. Christians will be built up in their courage to share their faith with unbelievers. 
It is said that half of all Christians have never shared their faith and only 20% have actually prayed to lead someone to Christ. Kindness Evangelism serves as an entry point for evangelism. Beginning with this safe non-threatening approach, they will gradually grow in their ability to tell others what Jesus has done for them. 

3. The church will become action-oriented.

The church tends to become inward-focused but Jesus commands us to be outward-focused.

4. The community will see the church in a better light. 

Kindness Evangelism is another story to counter the headlines about financial and sexual scandals that periodically arise. It also counters the notion that churches are beggars on the verge of bankruptcy or taken a lot of blows over con artists always looking to get something for nothing. 

Rules of engagement

· Smile – there is nothing more disarming than a smile.

· Permission? We don’t need to ask permission to use public areas as long as you don’t park in front of anyone’s store.

· “We are doing a community service project.” This puts us on the same level as the boy scouts and other groups. Don’t say evangelism, outreach or any other scary words. 

· Hit and Run. Keep moving. Don’t let a crowd form or disrupt traffic. 

· NEVER take money. It defeats the concept of free.

· DON'T give out tracts! It looks like your trying to buy their attention.

· Don’t wear matching t-shirts. Suspicious people will stay away. There are exceptions to this.

· Teams. Children and women do most of the handouts. They are less intimidating. Men provide security and keep supplies going.

Answering questions

Q: Why are you doing this?

A: We want to show God’s love in a practical way.

Q: Who are you?

A: We are Baptist Temple a church where everyone is welcome?

Q: What is your denomination?

A: We are a Bible-believing Baptist church where all denominations are welcome.

Q: [someone in authority] What are you doing here?

A: We are doing a community service project. We’re giving away free stuff. [If they ask you to leave, do so.]
If a person looks hostile or angry, smile and get to the word FREE as soon as possible. Use “free” often. 

If someone wants to know a lot about Baptist Temple feel free to share and always invite them to worship.


























“A can of coke and� the power of the Holy Spirit can open �a person's heart.”


Steve Sjogren, Conspiracy of Kindness

















Dealing with Rejection


Some people will say no to anything offered to them. They are angry before they even see you. Still, God’s grace is working on them; they just aren't ripe for harvesting. 


Don't take rejection personally. What have you done? They don't even know you. 


If anything they are rejecting God. Our job is to find the people who are open and invite them into God's family. 


If they aren't ready to respond, smile and keep going. Don't let a negative response keep you away from someone who may be more open. 


God will redeem every episode of rejection. Don't forget the spiritual power of the offer we are making.








To: pastor@gracechapel.info


Subject: Mother's Day flower outreach


Date: Sat, 11 May 2002





Dear Pastor Zayasbazan,


Today as I approached the entryway at the


Rollins Road Jewel, a woman approached me


and handed me a carnation and wished me a


"Happy Mother's Day" with a smile.





I have to tell you that I am still smiling


from that simple act of kindness to a


stranger.





You must have a special group of members.


The true teachings of Jesus are evident in


their actions.





Thank you for reminding me.


Mary P.




















� Steve Sjogren, Conspiracy of Kindness (Servant Publications, Ann Arbor, 1993).





